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compass of one natural day, or thereabouts: during that short space of time new evidence very rarely occurs for production by any of the parties; because the nature of men, joined to the nature of the tribunals, and of the mode of trial at Common Law, (good and useful on the whole,) prescribe limits which the mere principles of justice would of themselves never fix.
But in other courts, such as the Court of Chancery, the Courts of Admiralty Jurisdiction, (except in prize causes under the act of Parliament,) and in the Ecclesiastical Courts, wherein the trial is not by an inclosed jury in those courts, such strait limits are not of course necessary : the cause is continued by many adjournments; as long as the trial lasts, new witnesses are examined (even after the regular stage) for each party, on a special application under the circumstances to the sound discretion of the court, where the evidence offered is newly come to the knowledge or power of the party, and appears on the face of it to be material in the cause. Even after "hearing, new witnesses have been examined, or former witnesses re-examined, not as the right of the parties, but ad infor-mandam comei&ntiam judicis.* All these things are not unfrequent in some, if not in all of these courts, and perfectly known to the judges of Westminster Hall; who cannot be supposed ignorant of the practice of the Court of Chancery, and who sit to try appeals from the Admiralty and Ecclesiastical Courts as delegates.
But as criminal prosecutions according to the forms' of the Civil and Canon Law are neither many nor
* Harrison's Practice of Chancery, Vol. II. p. 46.   I Ch. Ca. 2 1 Ch. Ca. 25.   Oughton, Tit. 81, 82, 83.   Bo. Tit. 116.   Viner, Evidence (P. a.).